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Current Developments: 

COVID-19 testing criteria further expanded in 
Western Australia 
  
The testing criteria for COVID-19 will be expanded 
significantly at all COVID-19 clinics and testing sites 
across Western Australia. 

 From tomorrow (Thursday, April 9), the testing criteria 
will be amended to include anyone:  

 presenting with a fever (≥38°C) 

 a history of a fever in the last few days OR 

 an acute respiratory infection e.g. shortness of 
breath, cough, sore throat will be tested.  
 

Please see here for COVID-19 clinic locations and 

opening hours over Easter. 

$91.2 million police package to support COVID-19 
response:  

The McGowan Government has announced a $91 

million package of measures to support the State's 

emergency response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The 

Government is providing the WA Police Force with an 

additional $73.4 million to immediately recruit an extra 

150 police officers to strengthen the frontline.  

Stay home and keep safe this Easter: 

The State and Federal Government have made 

announcements in the past 24 hours encouraging 

people to stay home this Easter.  Western Australians 

are reminded that only essential travel is permitted on 

our roads with significant intrastate and interstate travel 

restrictions in place, to limit the spread of COVID-19. 

There are penalties for those who attempt to travel in 

breach of these restrictions 
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There are 5919 cases of COVID-19 in Australia. 

114 new cases since 2pm yesterday.  

Western Australia currently has 481 cases –11 new 

cases since yesterday 2pm. There are currently 12 

unknown sources. There are now 52 regional cases 

in total including cases in the Kimberley (15), 

Pilbara (5), Midwest (3), Goldfields (3), Wheatbelt 

(8), South West (9) and Great Southern (9). 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/Infectious%20diseases/PDF/Coronavirus/COVID19%20Clinician%20Alert%20WA%208April2020-21%20All-clinician.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/04/COVID-19-testing-criteria-further-expanded-in-Western-Australia.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/04/91-point-2-million-dollar-police-package-to-support-COVID-19-response.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/04/Stay-home-and-keep-safe-this-Easter.aspx


 

Clinical Information: 

Resuscitation during the COVID-19 pandemic: 

The Australian and New Zealand Committee on 

Resuscitation (ANZCOR) recognise that it is a difficult 

time for the community and health care providers and 

have released a short guideline regarding resuscitation. 

ANZCOR have stated that the underlying principles of 

CPR remain the same and that any attempt at CPR is 

better than no attempt.  The guideline highlights that 

appropriate PPE should be provided to health care 

workers to perform their roles.  See details here. 

 

Policy and Strategy Update 

The Policy Team have continued to be a driving force in 

voicing the needs of the ACCHS and this week have:  

 Represented the ACCHS sector on the Remote 

Communities Taskforce and the Homelessness 

Taskforce to advise the State Government 

pandemic response. 

 Continued lobbying of the State Government to 

respond to the urgent need for accommodation for 

Aboriginal people across the state should they need 

to self-isolate.  

 Wrote to the Commonwealth Department of Health 

advocating for more funding for ACCHS for their 

pandemic response work. Focussed on the need 

for funding in the Perth and South West region also. 

 Lobbied the State Government to ensure any 

privileges granted to WA Health workers during the 

COVID-19 response are extended to the ACCHS 

sector also. 

 Wrote to the Aboriginal Hostels Limited to reinforce 

recommended COVID-19 preparedness and  

 

prevention messaging and offered AHCWA’s 

resources and support. 

 Contacted Coles and Woolworths to confirm the 

arrangements for health care workers, including 

ACCHS staff, to access special shopping hours. 

 Ongoing work with AHCWA’s PHMO, Dr Marianne 

Wood, to gain clarity around the rules and 

exemptions for the various Commonwealth and 

State Government Directions on entry to WA and its 

different regions. Clarity on these issues have  

 particular relevance for the ACCHS workforce, 

some of whom come in from interstate, and for 

patients returning to country after medical 

appointments in Perth.  

 

Emergency Relief Service Providers Website: 

ERConnect is a directory of emergency relief service 

providers managed by the DropIN team at the Western 

Australian Council of Social Service. It contains real 

time search results of emergency relief services, with 

phone numbers, operating hours, and directions on the 

services available. A special COVID tab has been 

included for those needing assistance during the 

pandemic.  

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/snewell/Documents/resuscitation-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-apr-3-2020.pdf
https://erconnect.org.au/

