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This lay summary is for projects approved between January – June 2018. This 

document is made available to assist researchers, institutions and the general public 

search for projects have ethics approval from the Western Australian Aboriginal 

Health Ethics Committee.  

Project Title 2018 / 837 Personalising the process: The children’s court drug 

court in Perth  

Chief Investigator Suzanne Ellis 

Institution Telethon Kids Institute 

Region State - wide  

Start Date  16/05/18 Finish Date 16/05/2019 

Project Summary To identify the experiences of stakeholders of the Children’s Court 
Drug Court.   

 

 

Project Title 2018 / 838 - Defining and Defeating Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander disadvantage in breast cancer survival  

Chief Investigator Andrew Redfern 

Institution Department of Health 

Region State- wide  

Start Date  16/05/2018 Finish Date 31/12/2020 

Project Summary Retrospective cohort, Data obtained from the WA Cancer Registry  
Invasive unilateral epithelial breast cancer and  Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander and non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
status in State Cancer Registry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2018 / 839 Understanding current antimicrobial prescribing 

practice in remote primary health care clinics across northern 

Australia  

Chief Investigator Jodie McVernon 

Institution UniMelb    

Region Kimberley   

Start Date  02/2018 Finish Date 07/2018 

Project Summary (i) Compare and contrast prescribing recommendations for five key 
indications: impetigo, acute otitis media, abscess, lower respiratory 
tract infection/pneumonia and sexually transmitted infection; 
guidelines from WA, QLD and NT. 
(ii) Collect pharmacy data on antimicrobial drug distribution to 
remote primary care services in each jurisdiction. 
(iii) Conduct a retrospective ‘snapshot’ audit of all antimicrobial 
prescribing and listed indication by a) Doctors b) Nurses c) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Practitioners, from  
clinical records in remote services identified in consultation with 
partners. The NCAS team will directly advise on the design of data 
extraction templates, and provide telephone support during the 
audit phase to ensure optimal data capture.  
(iv) Report on all antimicrobial prescribing behavior, focusing 
further on indications listed in (i) by jurisdiction and health worker 
type, contextualized against distribution and local guidelines. 

 

Project Title 2018 / 840 GOANNA Survey 2: The second Australian study of 

sexual health, relationships and behaviour in young Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people  

Chief Investigator James Ward 

Institution SAHMRI 

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  06/2018 Finish Date  07/2020 

Project Summary Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations in six 
jurisdictions across Australia will be invited to partner in the project. 
Each organisation will be asked to nominate a survey coordinator 
who will recruit survey collectors from the local community and 
oversee survey implementation (with full funding provided by the 
project). The project uses a periodic cross‐sectional design with 
convenience sampling. This method was used in the original 
GOANNA survey, and will be repeated to maintain consistency and 
allow assessment of trends over time. 

 

 



Project Title 2018 / 841 - Yarning together: Developing a culturally secure 
rehabilitation approach for Aboriginal Australians after brain injury 
      

Chief Investigator Natalie Ciccone 

Institution ECU  

Region State – wide  

Start Date  05/2018 Finish Date 06/2019 

Project Summary The pre-therapy stage will consist of the collection of demographic 
information along with a diagnostic assessment of ACD completed 
using the Aboriginal Communication Assessment After Brain Injury 
(ACAABI) assessment tool. This culturally tailored tool examines 
the type of communication impairment and the functional impact of 
the impairment.  The participant (and family members if 
appropriate) will be interviewed about their experience of stroke 
and services provided, their ACD, and expectations and priorities 
for therapy.  Within this phase three sessions will be completed in 
which everyday speech (discourse) samples are collected 
following a prescribed protocol. 

 

Project Title 2018/842 The Ironbark Program: Older Aboriginal People Standing 
Tall and Strong 
   

Chief Investigator Ann Marie Hill  

Institution Curtin University  

Region Metro & South West   

Start Date  06/2018  Finish Date 06/2021 

Project Summary This program was originally designed to improve strength and 
balance to prevent falls; providing Aboriginal communities with a 
healthy ageing program that can be delivered by trained local 
Aboriginal health workers. Older Aboriginal people completed the 
physical activities at their community centres, followed by health 
education delivered through yarning circles. While this program 
was successful in the local communities in NSW, this was due in 
part to NSW Aboriginal community strengths. Findings from one 
community cannot be routinely generalised to a diverse range of 
other Aboriginal communities – for example Aboriginal 
communities in WA. 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2018 / 844 - Evaluation of the Strong Mind-Strong Game (SM-SG) 
football project 
 

Chief Investigator Sharynne Hamilton   

Institution Telethon Kids Institute      

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  05/2018  Finish Date 11/2018 

Project Summary The SM-SG program targets disengaged and at-risk young women 
aged 15-18 years old in Derby. The SM-SG program will recruit 
young women identified by the Youth at Risk multi-agency group  
in Derby, and others identified by service providers and the Derby 
high school as potentially at-risk.  The evaluation will involve 
collecting data from two target groups: the girls participating in the 
SM-SG program, and the program coaches and community 
partners. 

 

Project Title 2018 / 846 - Development of an automated screening system for 

eye diseases – A real world study   

Chief Investigator Ming He 

Institution UniMelb  

Region Metro  

Start Date  05/2018 Finish Date 05/2019 

Project Summary Primary Aims: 
1) To understand the acceptability and satisfaction of end users 
(clinicians and patients) 
2) To assess technical feasibility of the automated screening 
system  
 
Secondary Aims: 
1) To assess disease detection rates and diagnostic accuracy 
2) To evaluate patient adherence to referral to an eye health 
professional 
3) To perform a cost analysis 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2018/848 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Lived Experience 
Project   

Chief Investigator Pat Dudgeon  

Institution UWA    

Region Kimberley 

Start Date  05/2018 Finish Date 12/2018 

Project Summary The project will engage with ATSI peoples who have lived 
experience in suicide to investigate what is needed within the area 
of ATSI suicide prevention.   

 

Project Title 2018 / 851 - The Epidemiology of Influenza in the Northern 
Territory 
 

Chief Investigator Steven Tong  

Institution Melbourne Health     

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  05/2018 Finish Date 05/2020 

Project Summary This project aims to understand geographic, time-based, ethnic 
and evolutionary patterns in the spread of influenza in northern 
Australia. Specifically, we are interested in: 
1. Whether there are consistent patterns of influenza spread from 
large to urban centres, to larger remote communities and 
subsequently to smaller remote communities. 
2. Where influenza infections outside of usual Australian flu season 
are arising from given the year round circulation of influenza in the 
Northern Territory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2018 / 853 Real world Efficacy of Antiviral therapies in Chronic 
Hepatitis C (REACH-C) 
 

Chief Investigator Gail Matthews 

Institution Kirby Institute  

Region Great Southern, Metro, South – west and Kimberley 

Start Date  08/2018 Finish Date 12/2020 

Project Summary The REACH-C study aims to evaluate the real world response 
rates of direct acting antiviral (DAA) therapies for the treatment of 
chronic hepatitis C. The study includes diverse clinical settings 
including specialist viral hepatitis clinics, sexual health clinics, drug 
and alcohol services and general practices in Australia. The study 
will provide valuable information on factors that determine DAA 
efficacy as well as the success of the DAA roll out and scale up. 
Specifically, the study aims to: 
1. To monitor levels and types of treatment uptake over time as 
therapies for HCV infection evolve 
2. To assess patterns of treatment prescription over time and by 
genotype, fibrosis stage and other key variables 
3. To assess treatment response rates to DAA based therapies 
including the reasons for treatment failure 
4. To monitor rates of retreatment including for treatment failure 
and for reinfection development of the on-line ‘Ice Toolkit’ being 

developed for the broader population(www.cracksintheice.org.au).  
 

Project Title 2018 / 836 - Traditional Aboriginal Healing in Mental Health Care, 
Western Australia 
 

Chief Investigator Jocelyn Jones   

Institution Curtin University  

Region Midwest  

Start Date  04/2018 Finish Date 12/2018 

Project Summary  This is a study of SSAMHS clients and staff, traditional healers 

and mental health practitioners. The study design is qualitative and 

will use a culturally safe framework. A culturally safe environment 

is an environment which is safe; where there is no assault, 

challenge or denial of their identity, of who they are and what, they 

need. It is about shared respect, shared meaning, shared 

knowledge and experience, of learning together with dignity, and 

truly listening. There is a strong tradition of oral history among 

Aboriginal peoples. 

 



Project Title 2018 / 835 - Risk and outcomes of dialysis and renal transplant 
patients undergoing surgery 
    

Chief Investigator Dharmenaan Palamuthusingam 

Institution Department of WA Health        

Region n/a 

Start Date  04/2018 Finish Date 06/2019 

Project Summary This data-linkage project is a retrospective analysis of deidentified 
data of routinely collected data from a patient’s admission to 
hospital. The data linkage units perform the data-linkage and thus 
the researchers do not have access to personal identifiers. During 
this project no contact is made with patients or their communities. 
There is no intervention or change in the standard of care 
delivered to these patients. 

 


