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The Weekly Roundup: 

What a week it has been in Western Australia, in the 

midst of the spread of Coronavirus COVID-19. Last 

Monday was business as usual for most people, and 

by the end of the week a “pandemic” had been 

announced by the World Health Organisation. 

Australian and State borders are closing and a “do not 

travel” advise was initiated. The Emergency 

Management Act, which restricts travel into remote 

Aboriginal communities, determined by the individual 

States and Territories in consultation with the 

appropriate stakeholders was enacted (see write up 

below). Social isolation came to the forefront and the 

closure announced of clubs, cinema’s, pubs, sit down 

restaurants, places of worship and the cancellation of 

the AFL season. Aged care facilities have limited 

access to try and keep them safe against COVID-19 

spread and 30% of children have been kept home 

from school despite the Government still not enforcing 

school closures in WA.  Some independent schools 

have been trialling school from home scenario’s and 

boarding houses at some schools have closed.  There 

is one very important message that has come out of 

all of the week’s developments:  
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AHCWA’s COVID-19 Members Support 

Team Website is officially launched today.  

Please visit https://www.ahcwa.org.au and 

click on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

banner. 

There have been 1349 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 in Australia. 

WA currently has 120 cases, 30 new cases 

in the previous 24 hrs with 4 of these being 

in regional area. 

This is serious.  We must all be engaged to 

fight the spread of COVID-19.  There is no time 

for complacency. We must all be “active” in 

pandemic planning and preparedness and be 

working together to ensure our Aboriginal 

Health “COVID-19” response at a local, regional, 

state and national level puts us in a position to 

provide the best health care service to 

Aboriginal people during this pandemic, to 

minimise the effects of COVID-19 in our local 

communities. 

https://www.ahcwa.org.au/


 

The Emergency Management 

Act:  Section 67.   

 
 The WA State Government introduced ‘Remote 

Aboriginal Communities Directions’ which were 

revised to assist the prevention of the COVID-19 

virus spreading to remote Aboriginal communities 

across the state. 

 

 The main aim of the Directions is to stop tourists 

and non-essential service providers entering 

remote communities as the COVID-19 virus peaks 

in WA.  

 

 Communities will now have the legal right to 

determine who can enter and leave their 

community, and when.  

 

 Each Community Council will prepare a Remote 

Community Pandemic Plan to set-out the details of 

the Directions for its individual community.  

 

 Communities will be able to determine specific 

arrangements for their community, for example, 

allowing particular community members to leave 

and return to the community for work purposes. 

 

 Communities will also be able to decide if they 

want to unite with other local communities to 

expand the protected area around them. For 

example, communities on the Dampier Peninsular 

could, as a group, prevent access to tourists and  

 
 

 
 

non-essential service providers to the entire 

peninsular. 

 

 These Directions will put the decision-

making and power firmly in the hands of 

communities.  

 

 Any breaches of a community’s Directions by 

unapproved, external visitors will be 

enforceable by law. Local police will be able to 

assist Community Councils to enforce these 

Directions and ensure that unapproved, 

external visitors are not permitted to enter their 

community.  

 

 Reducing the potential COVID-19 infection rate 

of people in remote communities is essential for 

the health and safety of Aboriginal people, and 

to ensure that ACCHS are able to maintain their 

capacity to provide essential primary health 

care services. 

 

 Further information about these revised 

directives can be found here. 
 

 AHCWA will continue to follow these Directions 

and let you know of any changes as they occur. 

 
           

(Thank You Ali Meehan and Dr Lorraine Anderson)  

https://www.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/Schedule%20to%20Directions21-3.pdf


 

COVID-19  

Members Support Team 
 

AHCWA has established a COVID-19 Member 

Support Team as a central point of support and 

intelligence for its member ACCHS in response to the 

escalating COVID-19 pandemic. 

The terms of reference for this team is available in the 

policy and procedure area of the COVID-19 website.  

An overview of the work the team has been doing in 

the past week includes:  

 Correspondence to Minister Cook to strongly 

recommend that the dedicated pathway for 

screening and testing WA Health staff who have 

symptoms of COVID-19 be extended to ACCHS 

staff. Given the risk for our workforce and the 

potential transmission of COVID-19 to very 

vulnerable people, this was raised as an urgent 

issue. WACHS supports AHCWA’s position and 

the Minister’s Advisor has said the letter is before 

the Minister for consideration. Early indications 

are that the pathway will be extended to ACCHS 

staff. 

 

 Provided evidence to WA Health about current 

national advice on the directions for children and 

young people from regional and remote 

communities in boarding and residential colleges 

to be able to return home as soon as possible. 

The urgency on this matter has increased since 

the State Government’s announcement of 

Remote Aboriginal Communities Directions on 

Thursday.  

 

 

 

 
This matter was discussed at the COVID-19 WA 

Aboriginal Advisory Group COVID-19 meeting on 

Friday, with advice from the State Government 

pending. 

  

 In collaboration with WACOSS and other 

community services peaks, have lobbied the 

Premier to ensure the sustainability of the 

community services workforce during the COVID-

19 pandemic. Peaks have lobbied for 

supplementary funding and a commitment from 

the State Government that community services 

will not be penalised if, due to COVID-19, they 

are unable to deliver on all contractual 

requirements. 

  

 Establishment of the COVID-19 Members 

Support Team, developed terms of reference for 

the team, communication strategy for the team, 

development of the website and graphics, and 

daily updates in relation to COVID-19 to all 

member services. 

 

 Representing AHCWA on National and State 

Aboriginal Advisory groups – helping develop 

their COVID response plans; and advising on the 

best use of the Commonwealth’s COVID support 

packages  

 

 Facilitating communication between member 

services (through teleconferencing and email) to 

raise concerns and share solutions across the 

sector 



 

 Keeping services up to date with day by day 

developments – including changing clinical 

criteria 

 

 Surveying members on current supplies of PPE, 

workforce capacity and adequacy of existing 

channels of communication (to be ongoing during 

the pandemic) 

 

 Advocating on behalf of individual members for 

PPE and other essentials 

 

 Facilitating co-ordination of community 

messaging – at Commonwealth, State, regional 

and local levels 

 
The COVID-19 Team will continue to advocate and 

inform our Member Services during this pandemic. 

It is important that you know we are here to 

support you, and that you are not in this alone. 

 

Regular “combined” ACCHS Public Health 

representatives and Clinical Leadership Group 

meetings will also come in to effect this week.  

Look out for your calendar invite. It is an 

opportunity to discuss issues and solutions with 

other ACCHS and so far these meetings have 

produced some great conversations and innovative 

solutions to problems.  

 

 

 

 

During this time of trying to navigate  

“uncharted waters” we would like you to 

please assist us when required, to 

address the issues of our Member 

Services.   

As we are advocating and lobbying on a 

state and national level, there will be times 

when we may require information from 

you to assist in collating information from 

the local communities to provide “on the 

ground” accounts to advisory groups.   

Please respond to these enquiries as in 

the end a united voice of all the mobs in 

all the regions will have more impact. 

Thank you .  

COVID-19 Members Support Team 

 

 

 

  The COVID-19 Members Support Team is 

here to assist all Member Services. If you 

have any enquiries, or require further 

information and support please email 

Public.Health@ahcwa.org 

 

 


