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Project Title 2016 / 690 - Western Australian component of South Australian 

and Northern Territory Stroke Study (initial phase) (SAiNTSS1): 

Indigenous vs. non – Indigenous stroke incidence, mortality and 

disease burden 

Chief Investigator Judith Katzenellenbogen 

Institution Telethon Kids Institute 

Region State – wide  

Start Date  25/10/2015 Finish Date 31/01/2020 

Project Summary The aim of the SAiNTS Study is to assess the impact of stroke on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in SA, NT and WA, to 
outline barriers to care, and to identify critical targets to influence 
health system enhancement and change that will ultimately result 
in best practice health care and improved outcomes. This will 
involve a comparison with the non-Aboriginal population to 
determine disparities between the two population groups.  

 

 

Project Title 2016 / 691 - A collaborative mumps outbreak investigation 

Chief Investigator Ashley Eastwood 

Institution WACHS 

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  12/01/2016 Finish Date 30/04/2016 

Project Summary What can we learn about factors contributing to the 2015 mumps 
outbreak in the Kimberley? 
Describe the characteristics of Aboriginal people diagnoses with 
mumps as a notifiable condition during the 2015 outbreak including 
their vaccination history, age, social circumstances, comorbidities, 
genotype, access to healthcare and map geographic mobility and 
epilinks 
To convene an Aboriginal reference group to discuss these 
findings, consider their implications and develop guidance for 
KPHU for future disease control responses including community 
wide initiatives  

 

 



 

Project Title 2016 / 700 - Aboriginal women yarning about experiences as a 

student nurse in a WA university 

Chief Investigator Melanie Robinson 

Institution Department of Health 

Region Perth Metro, South West 

Start Date  July 2016 Finish Date December 2018 

Project Summary This study proposes to examine the experiences of third year 
Aboriginal nursing students and newly graduated Aboriginal 
nurses, to identify commonalties within their experiences related to 
what helped or hindered them in their studies. 
Aboriginal students experience high rates of attrition and lower 
completion rates in the nursing programs at the undergraduate 
level. A number of previous studies have explored the barriers to 
completion and strategies necessary for Aboriginal nursing student 
success but they have not been conducted in Western Australia. 

 

Project Title 2016 / 701 – Progression of chronic kidney disease to end – stage 

in the Kimberley region 

Chief Investigator Emma Griffiths 

Institution Kimberley Renal Services & Rural Clinical School of Western 

Australia 

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  March 2016 Finish Date  March 2017 

Project Summary The aim of the project is to therefore determine the effect of AKI in 
contributing to the progression of existing CKD in an Aboriginal 
cohort. This will be achieved by fulfilling a number of specific aims 
including:  

 Identifying the number of episodes of AKI  

 Describing the cause and severity of AKI episodes  

 Comparing the progression of CKD towards ESKD between 
people with CKD with AKI and people without AKI  

 Identifying and controlling for chronic disease indicators 
(cardiovascular disease, diabetes mellitus, hypertension, 
ACE inhibitor use) that are related to progression to ESKD  

 Identifying the service indicators (health system access via 
primary care providers/ nephrology services) related to 
progression to ESKD.  

 

 



 

Project Title 2016 / 705 – An evaluation of health services (Perth and 
Kimberley) for the treatment 
of congenital hip problems, talipes (club foot) and other significant 
congenital or early childhood musculoskeletal abnormality, in 
children from the Kimberley Region of Western Australia. 

Chief Investigator David Atkinson 

Institution Rural Clinical School of Western Australia and Kimberley 

Aboriginal Medical Services 

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  April 2016 Finish Date December 2017 

Project Summary The aim of the project is to therefore determine the effect of AKI in 
contributing to the progression of existing CKD in an Aboriginal 
cohort. This will be achieved by fulfilling a number of specific aims 
including:  

 Identifying the number of episodes of AKI  
 

 Describing the cause and severity of AKI episodes  

 Comparing the progression of CKD towards ESKD between 
people with CKD with AKI and people without AKI  

 Identifying and controlling for chronic disease indicators 
(cardiovascular disease, diabetes mellitus, hypertension, 
ACE inhibitor use) that are related to progression to ESKD  

 Identifying the service indicators (health system access via 
primary care providers/ nephrology services) related to 
progression to ESKD.  

 

Project Title 2016 / 707 –  Developing lung function reference ranges in 
Aboriginal Australians 

Chief Investigator Graham Hall 

Institution Telethon Kids Institute  

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  01/06/2016 Finish Date 31/06/2019 

Project Summary The specific aims of this project are to:  
AIM 1: Characterise lung function using spirometry, gas transfer 
and static lung volumes lung function tests in Aboriginal Australian 
children and adults without known lung disease.  
AIM 2: Develop robust lung function reference equations in healthy 
Aboriginal Australians using the approach utilised by the Global 
Lung Function Initiative.  

 

 



Project Title 2016 / 670 –  Getting it right: The validation study  

Chief Investigator Maree Hackett  

Institution George Institute for Global Health   

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  January 2016 Finish Date September 2016 

Project Summary The primary aim of the study is to assess the validity of the 
adapted PHQ – 9 (a PHQ – 9) and the contribution of the 
additional seven questions. This will provide the evidence for 
whether we can recommend use of the PHQ-9 as a screening tool 
for depression and for the assessment of social and emotional 
wellbeing in health services research, clinical care delivery and 
policy evaluation in Federal and State chronic diseases programs.  

 

Project Title 2016 / 706 –  Can an ECG device be used by Aboriginal Health 
Workers and other community workers to undertake opportunistic 
screening to detect abnormal heart rhythm including Atrial 
Fibrillation and determine and prevalence of Atrial Fibrillation in 
Aboriginal people in Australia? 

Chief Investigator Sandra Hamilton 

Institution UWA  

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  01/05/2016 Finish Date 01/05/2018 

Project Summary This study aims to determine if a portable ECG device can be used 
for opportunistic screening in rural and remote communities to 
detect abnormal heart rhythm and determine the prevalence Atrial 
Fibrillation (AF) and facilitate referral and treatment pathways to 
prevent the effects of Atrial Fibrillation, including stroke and 
premature death.  
1) Determine the feasibility of a portable ECG device to diagnose 
abnormal heart rhythm in Aboriginal people through opportunistic 
screening through local health services and health workers.  
2) Provide estimate rates on the prevalence of AF in Aboriginal 
people in Western Australia (WA).  
3) To provide a framework for larger scale studies using the same 
diagnostic model to determine the prevalence of AF in Aboriginal 
people across Australia.  
4) Facilitate and enable the treatment and management of 
Aboriginal people living with AF.  
5) Improve AF health literacy in Aboriginal people and health 
workers.  
6) Help prevent the effects of untreated AF in Aboriginal people; 
including ischemic stroke and premature death.  
7) Provide a pathway to introducing more health awareness into 
cardiovascular disease and its causes in Aboriginal people.  
 



Project Title 2016 / 686 –  The bacteria associated with term and preterm birth 

Chief Investigator Julie Quinlivan 

Institution University of Notre Dame  

Region Pilbara  

Start Date  01/02/2016 Finish Date 30/06/2017 

Project Summary The specific aims of this project are to: To identify and compare 
the normal vaginal and placental bacterial species in pregnant 
women.  
To investigate bacterial species associated with intra-uterine 
infection and preterm birth in pregnant women.    

 

 

Project Title 2016 / 693 –  Airway Management in non – elective oral and 
maxillofacial surgery 

Chief Investigator Ramon Baba 

Institution Royal Perth Hospital   

Region Pilbara  

Start Date  10/02/2016 Finish Date 10/08/2016 

Project Summary The objective is to study the type of airway management in 

patients undergoing emergency surgery for acute problems of the 

oral and maxillofacial region: the jaws, face, head and neck.The 

typical problems will broadly speaking be either traumatic injuries 

(e.g. broken facial bones, lacerations) or infections of the 

maxillofacial region (e.g. dental or skin abscesses.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Title 2016 / 694 –  Diabetic retinopathy screening in Western Australia: 
A study of experiences and satisfactions of patients and 
practitioners     

Chief Investigator Angus Turner 

Institution Lions Eye Institute   

Region Great Southern and Kalgoorlie – Boulder  

Start Date  10/02/2016 Finish Date 01/02/2017 

Project Summary The study aims to determine the acceptability of the diabetic 
retinopathy screening model when it is newly implemented in the 
Great Southern and Kalgoorlie-Boulder regions of Western 
Australia. Ascertaining the acceptability of the program and the 
satisfaction and security of patients is paramount in further 
developing the retinal screening program in the regions included in 
the study, as well as elsewhere.  The proposed study will also 
assess satisfaction and perceptions of the program from the point 
of view of Aboriginal Health Workers, nursing staff, other allied 
health staff and general practitioners who are essential to the daily 
administration and running of a successful retinal screening model.  
Findings from this study will be used to increase the accessibility of 
the retinal screening program and to cater more strongly to the 
needs to patients and health care workers.  

 

Project Title 2016 / 678 –  Sexual Health and Blood Borne Viruses Social 
Marketing Campaign for Aboriginal Western Australians 

Chief Investigator Daniel Vujcich 

Institution Department of Health    

Region State – wide   

Start Date  February 2016 Finish Date February 2016 

Project Summary WA Health is developing a new social marketing campaign to 
educate young Aboriginal people about sexually transmissible 
infections (STI) and blood-borne viruses (BBV). The aim of the 
campaign is to normalise opportunistic STI and BBV screening 
amongst health staff and clients, and educate young Aboriginal 
people about how to protect themselves.  
As part of this research project, the draft concepts will be 
presented to focus groups of young Aboriginal people to determine 
cultural acceptability, clarity of message and likely effectiveness.  

 

 

 



 

Project Title 2016 / 715 –  Food pricing policy study  

Chief Investigator Megan Ferguson 

Institution Menzies School of Health Research     

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  13/06/2016 Finish Date 13/06/2017 

Project Summary  The aim of the qualitative study is to identify and characterise the 
types of food pricing policies which are or have been in place in 
remote Indigenous community stores that aim to improve health 
outcomes.  
2. To describe the process of development, including the evidence 
considered and the criteria used to assess options.  

 

 

Project Title 2016 / 722 –  Development and validation of the first culturally 
based quality of life tool for Aboriginal Australians living with 
dementia or cognitive impairment 

Chief Investigator Kate Smith  

Institution NHMRC – ARC, UWA     

Region Perth Metro 

Start Date  13/06/2016 Finish Date 13/06/2017 

Project Summary  The aim of the qualitative study is to identify and characterise the 
types of food pricing policies which are or have been in place in 
remote Indigenous community stores that aim to improve health 
outcomes.  
Aims 

1. To develop and validate a culturally based quality of life tool for 
older Aboriginal 
Australians with cognitive impairment. 
2. Determine the key factors that are associated with quality of life 
for this population. 
3. To employ and train Aboriginal researchers to build research 
capacity in the field of 
ageing. 
4. To disseminate research results to policy makers, Aboriginal 
organisations, service 
providers and carers groups to lead to positive change. 

 

 

 



Project Title 2016 / 734 – Research Master Class Evaluation   

Chief Investigator Alex Brown 

Institution SAHMRI 

Region State – wide  

Start Date  10/08/2016 Finish Date 10/02/2018 

Project Summary The Wardliparingga Aboriginal Research Unit, SAHMRI has 
developed two research master classes, Understanding Research 
and Undertaking Research. Over 130 staff from 14 Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHOSs) and their 
peak bodies have already undertaken at least one of these two day 
face to face Master classes. The Master class evaluation will focus 
on three primary objectives: 

1) To identify any changes to awareness, understanding or 
behavior that participants feel have resulted from attending 
a master class 

2) To identify and describe any outcomes that participants 
believe have been influenced by or are a direct result of 
attending a master class 

3) To explore ways in which participants believe future master 
classes and / or associated resources and support could be 
improved   

 

Project Title 2016 / 736 – Retrospective audit of the clinical presentation, 
management and outcomes of adults with skin and soft tissue 
infections requiring hospitalisation in the Kimberley region 

Chief Investigator Kaspar Wilson 

Institution WACHS 

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  09/08/2016 Finish Date 09/02/2017 

Project Summary The Wardliparingga Aboriginal Research Unit, SAHMRI has 
developed two research master classes, Understanding Research 
and Undertaking Research. Over 130 staff from 14 Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHOSs) and their 
peak bodies have already undertaken at least one of these two day 
face to face Master classes. The Master class evaluation will focus 
on three primary objectives: 

1) To identify any changes to awareness, understanding or 
behavior that participants feel have resulted from attending 
a master class 

2) To identify and describe any outcomes that participants 
believe have been influenced by or are a direct result of 
attending a master class 

3) To explore ways in which participants believe future master 
classes and / or associated resources and support could be 
improved   



Project Title 2016 / 729 – Acute Appendicitis is less common in Australian 
Indigenous people? 

Chief Investigator Marwan Al - Hayo 

Institution  

Region Goldfields   

Start Date  10/08/2016 Finish Date 10/10/2016 

Project Summary Retrospective study, systematic review attempt to compare the 
incidence of appendicitis in Indigenous and non – indigenous 
populations over 8 years in Kalgoorlie regional hospital through 
review of medical charts and histopathology results.  

 

 

Project Title 2016 / 601 – The Alert Program: A tailored evidence based 
treatment program for Aboriginal children living with FASD (Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorders) 

Chief Investigator James Fitzpatrick 

Institution Telethon Kids Institute 

Region Kimberley 

Start Date  01/01/2015 Finish Date 31/12/2019 

Project Summary The overall goal of this project is to develop, implement, and 
evaluate a tailored school-based therapeutic program to improve 
impairments in executive functioning and self-regulation for 
Aboriginal children in the Fitzroy Valley.  

Aims  
1. To determine the effectiveness of a school-based program to 
improve executive functioning and self-regulation in school aged 
Aboriginal children living in the Fitzroy Valley.  
2. To document a sustainable and culturally appropriate method of 
implementing the Alert Program through schools in the Fitzroy 
Valley.  
3. To introduce the Alert Program into child health practice and 
school programs in the Fitzroy Valley.  
4. To translate an approach to screening and therapy for 
impairments in executive functioning  

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2016 / 688 – State –wide Specialist Aboriginal Mental Health 
Service (SSAMHS) Evaluation 2016 – Qualitative 

Chief Investigator Wynne James 

Institution The Mental Health Commission 

Region State - wide 

Start Date  14/01/2016 Finish Date 31/08/2016 

Project Summary The Mental Health Commission has engaged Shelby consulting to 
conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the SSAMHS program that 
will assess the outcomes for Aboriginal people with mental health 
disorders / issues against its objectives and key performance 
indicators. The aim of the evaluation is to provide an independent 
examination of the SSAMHS program in regard to the extent it has 
met its objectives which are to: 
1. Improve mental health outcomes for Aboriginal people 
2. Improve access to culturally appropriate mental health services 
for Aboriginal people and their families 
3. Develop and maintain interagency partnerships aimed at the 
development of a more holistic approach to Aboriginal mental 
health care; 
4. Improve the cultural understanding and functioning of mental 
health service provider; and 
5. Build capacity of the Aboriginal mental health workforce 

 

Project Title 2016 / 696 –  Epidemiology of gout in WA 

Chief Investigator Helen Keen 

Institution UWA  

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  01/03/2016 Finish Date 01/03/2019 

Project Summary Data Link Project: We want to define the epidemiology and disease 

burden of gout in Western Australia.This includes defining the 

comorbidities (cancer, cardiovascular disease, renal disease etc.), 

mortality and health care resource utilisation of gout patients in 

WA.  

 


