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Project Title 2017 / 760 - Qualitative and quantitative effects of exenatide use in 

Kimberley Aboriginal patients with type 2 Diabetes  

Chief Investigator Lydia Scott 

Institution WACHS 

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  01/03/2017 Finish Date 20/07/2017 

Project Summary Improving the management of type 2 Diabetes in the Kimberley 
region (Derby) specific, specific aims are to:  

 To evaluate the acceptability of exenatide among 
Kimberley Aboriginal patients with type 2 diabetes and 
compare this to insulin use.  

 To describe the efficacy of exenatide among the study 
population to improve glycemic control and other 
components of the metabolic syndrome.  

 To use this project and the findings to build capacity 
amongst the local Aboriginal community regarding diabetes 
management and skills for future research.  

 To provide feedback to local clinicians regarding the use of 
exenatide in local Aboriginal communities.  

 

 

 

Project Title 2017 / 762 -  Building Bridges Project: Co – designing engagement 

with Aboriginal youth  

Chief Investigator Michael Wright  

Institution National Drug Research Drug Institute, Curtin University  

Region Perth Metro  

Start Date  30/01/2017 Finish Date 31/12/2019 

Project Summary To improve accessibility and responsiveness of youth mental 
health services to the needs of Aboriginal young people 

 

 



 

 

Project Title 2017 / 763 – An alternative pathway to bowel screening for 

Indigenous Australians    

Chief Investigator Gail Garvey 

Institution Menzies  

Region National  

Start Date  February 2017 Finish Date June 2018 

Project Summary The aim of this National Pilot is to assess whether an Alternative 

Pathway via IPHCCs can improve Indigenous participation rates in 

the NBCSP. Secondary objectives include assessing whether 

providing different levels of support to IPHCCs preparing to offer 

the Alternative Pathway makes a difference to the feasibility, 

acceptability, appropriateness and sustainability of the Pathway. 

 

Project Title 2017/ 765 - The identification of national heritage, ethnicity and/or 

religion in clinical handover or medical records at a large teaching 

hospital 

Chief Investigator David Morgan 

Institution Fiona Stanley Hospital  

Region Perth Metro (Patients state – wide) 

Start Date  24/02/2017 Finish Date  30/06/2018 

Project Summary The aim of this research project is to record the frequency at which 
a patient’s national heritage / country-of-birth, ethnicity or religion is 
mentioned or recorded, either during clinical handover in the 
intensive care unit (ICU), or in the medical records in the intensive 
care unit of a large metropolitan hospital in Perth. Where a 
person’s national heritage, ethnicity or religion is mentioned or 
recorded then this research project also aims to record if any, and 
what, rationale is provided for any such inclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Project Title 2017/766 - Enroll – HD: A worldwide observational study for 

Huntington’s disease families         

Chief Investigator Peter Panegyres 

Institution Department of Health  

Region Worldwide & Kimberley (Kununurra)  

Start Date  February 2017 Finish Date July 2017 

Project Summary Enroll – HD is a worldwide observational study for Huntington’s 
disease (HD) families. It will monitor how the disease appears and 
changes over time in different people, and it is open to people who 
either have HD or are at risk. The primary objective is to build a 
large and rich database of clinical information and bio specimens 
from people with their family history of HD.  

 

Project Title 2017/768 - Establishment of a data repository for epidemiological 
analysis   

Chief Investigator Jag Atrie 

Institution Department of Health – Epidemiological branch  

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  24/02/2017 Finish Date 24/02/2020 

Project Summary Data Linkage project: the epidemiology branch provides evidence 
on the distribution and determinants of disease at the population 
level, the fundamental to the provision of evidence based 
programs and services that aim to improve the health status of 
Western Australians   

 

 

Project Title 2017/735 - Comparison of the body’s processing of anti – injection 
medicines in Indigenous versus non Indigenous Australia kidney 
transplant recipients     

Chief Investigator Ramyasuda Swaminathan   

Institution Fiona Stanley Hospital     

Region Perth Metro (Kwinana/Rockingham and Armadale) 

Start Date  July 2017  Finish Date July 2022 

Project Summary The main aim of this study is to investigate for differences in 
processing anti – rejection medicines between Indigenous and non 



– indigenous Australians.  
Specifically the study will examine whether: 
 

 Blood levels of the anti – rejection medications differ 

 Different processing of the anti – rejection drug tacrolimus 
in Indigenous kidney transplant recipients can be 
explained by differences in genetic make up 

 The immune system healthy vs. suppressed 

 Drug levels in the blood of Indigenous kidney transplant 
recipients are similar to drug levels in saliva 

If differences do exist, this will have the potential to reduce both 
medication side effects and rejection and thereby improve 
outcomes after kidney transplantation for Indigenous individuals   

 

Project Title 2017 / 774 - Improving recognition and management of chronic 

moist cough in young Aboriginal children by caregivers and health 

care workers in Western Australia     

Chief Investigator Andre Schultz 

Institution Telethon Kids Institute   

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  June 2017 Finish Date November 2018  

Project Summary This study aims to identify ways to d i a g n o s e chronic lung 
disease earlier in children and to 
facilitate effective medical management and to stop the disease 
from progressing to a debilitating and ultimately terminal outcome. 
  

 

Project Title 2017 / 789 - Remote STI/BBV Project: Sexually Transmissible 
Infections (STI), Blood Borne Viruses (BBV), prevention, education 
program and independent evaluation (2016 -2019)  

Chief Investigator James Ward  

Institution South Australia Health Medical Research Institute    

Region State – wide  

Start Date  June 2017 Finish Date July 2019 

Project Summary The Remote STI/BBV project aims to increase the uptake of 
testing and management for sexually transmitted infections (STI) 
and blood-borne viruses (BBV) in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander (hereafter Aboriginal) communities in remote and very 
remote areas of Australia. The project comprises elements of 
health promotion, education and prevention and we are seeking 
ethical review for all project components. The project will (i) 
develop health promotion resources for three groups  



(young people, people of influence in remote communities and 

clinicians working in remote communities); (ii) develop, implement 

and evaluate a youth (16-25 year olds) peer education STI and 

BBV program in selected remote communities and (iii) determine 

the programs impact on STI & BBV testing and management 

among 15-29 year old Aboriginal people in participating 

communities and (iv) conduct an overall evaluation of the project.  

 

Project Title 2017 / 781 - Improving mental health screening for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander pregnant women and mothers of young 
children 

Chief Investigator Julia Marley  

Institution Rural Clinical School   

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  June 2017 Finish Date December 2020 

Project Summary This study aims to improve screening for, and contribute to 
addressing, mental health issues during pregnancy and the first 12 
months after the birth of the baby.  
The locally developed, culturally appropriate and user friendly 
Kimberley Mum’s Mood Scale (KMMS) was validated against 
clinical assessment in a sample of 91 Kimberley Aboriginal 
women. Kimberley regional guidelines now recommend using the 
KMMS to screen for anxiety and depression during the perinatal 
period for Aboriginal women. The next step for Kimberley health 
services are to increase and improve KMMS screening in 
pregnancy and postnatally and address identified mental health 
issues. Project staff will work closely with Kimberley services to 
find out:  

 How the KMMS can best be implemented into routine 
practice in each service  

 The KMMS cut point of moderate still detects everyone with 
GP assessed clinically moderate or high severity 
depression and anxiety, and:  

 That the management plans developed during the KMMS 
for those at lower risk are appropriate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2017 / 782 - The missing piece study: Do skin sores, sore throats 
or both lead to acute rheumatic fever? (A pilot study) 

Chief Investigator Asha Bowen 

Institution Telethon Kids Institute    

Region Kimberley 

Start Date  May 2017 Finish Date June 2018 

Project Summary To develop methodologies/tools for effectively evaluating 
symptoms and photographing pharyngitis (throat infection) 
amongst Aboriginal children in the Kimberley region.  
 
a. A symptom checklist for sore throats in Aboriginal children will 
be developed.  
b. A protocol for photographing the tonsils will be developed.  
 
To pilot using methodologies/tools designed to comprehensively 
evaluate the concurrent burden of both GAS impetigo (skin 
infection) and pharyngitis (throat infection) in Aboriginal children in 
the Kimberley region.  
 

 

 

Project Title 2017 / 785 - Preventing rejection and allograft loss after kidney 
transplantation in Indigenous Australians with end stage kidney 
disease through better immunological matching – THE PARADIGM 
STUDY 

Chief Investigator Wai Lim 

Institution Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital   

Region Perth Metro  

Start Date  May 2017 Finish Date November 2017 

Project Summary  This will be a retrospective study including all indigenous ESKD 
patients who have received a kidney transplant in Western 
Australia between 2000 and 2016. As part of the transplant 
wait-listing and routine management following kidney 
transplantation, deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA, extracted from 
peripheral blood cells) and sera are routinely stored in the 
Department of Clinical Immunology, Fiona Stanley Hospital at 
regular intervals pre- and post-transplant to enable the 
completion of HLA-typing and to identify the presence of anti-
HLA antibodies, respectively. 
There will be 2 overarching aims:  

1) Identification and calculation of the number of eplet mismatches 
of every indigenous kidney transplant recipient in Western 
Australia between 2000 and 2016 and their matched donors.  



2) Determining the association between the number of eplet 

mismatches and clinical outcomes, including rejection, graft 

function and graft loss. 

 

Project Title 2017 / 789 - Effects of HPV vaccination on the development of 
cervical abnormalities for Aboriginal women: A Western Australian 
study 

Chief Investigator Aime Munro   

Institution Notre Dame      

Region State- wide 

Start Date  June 2017 Finish Date December 2019 

Project Summary  The introduction of the National Human Papillomavirus 
Vaccination Program (NHPVVP) and the revised cervical 
screening program to become effective from May 2017, the 
overarching research question of this study is to: investigate the 
impact of NHPVVP on the effectiveness of preventing the 
development of high-grade cervical abnormalities or cervical 
cancer for Aboriginal women compared to other Australian women. 
The following questions will be addressed for Western Australia: 
• Do Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women completed the 
recommended 3 dose HPV vaccination schedule (with the same 
vaccine type)? Does completed HPV vaccination 
coverage vary by age, Aboriginal status, socio economic status 
(SEIFA) or access or remoteness indexes of Australia (ARIA)? Do 
Aboriginal women take longer to complete the course and are they 
more likely to never complete it? 
• Are Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women experiencing the same 
significant declines in 
the development of high-grade cervical abnormalities (by 
histological sub-type) and 
cervical cancer? 
• Are Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women continuing to 
participate in routine cervical 
screening? Does this vary by vaccination status, age, SEIFA or 
ARIA? 
• What is the uptake of HPV vaccine in non-program eligible 
women (ie women aged > 26 
years in 2007)? Is there any evidence of vaccine effectiveness in 
this group of women against cervical disease? 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2017 / 793 - Enhanced Indigenous Mortality Data Collection 

Chief Investigator Fadwa Al - Yaman  

Institution Australian Institute of Health and Welfare  

Region National   

Start Date  June 2017 Finish Date December 2022 

Project Summary Data Linkage Project: This research aims to investigate the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) deaths in registered 
death datasets that are used in preparing official ATSI mortality 
and life expectancy estimates.  

 

Project Title 2017 / 794 - Enhancing rehabilitation services for Aboriginal 
Australians after brain injury 

Chief Investigator Elizabeth Armstrong  

Institution Edith Cowan University   

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  July 2017 Finish Date December 2021 

Project Summary The project aims to: 
1. Improve delivery of rehabilitation services to Aboriginal people 
post-brain injury (stroke and 
traumatic brain injury) 
2. Improve overall health outcomes for Aboriginal people with brain 
injury 
3. Conduct an economic evaluation to support the business case 
for funding new rehabilitation 
services, which will contribute to the planning and sustainability of 
future services 
4. Explore the acceptability of the intervention from the 
perspectives of the health professionals and the Aboriginal 
participants involved, and to utilise this information to assist in 
interpretation and translation of findings. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Title 2017 / 799 - Exploring experiences and knowledge of Durdakabbin 
(in Nyungar language) “Getting well, recovering from sickness’ 

Chief Investigator Mike Sowerby  

Institution Curtin University 

Region Perth Metro 

Start Date  June 2017 Finish Date December 2017 

Project Summary The aims of this research are to: 
• generate more interest in Traditional Nyungar Healing as a 
solution to health and wellness of the community 
• respectfully document the voice of the people who have 
knowledge and experience so these traditional knowledge systems 
are supported to be sustainable for the Nyungar and wider 
community. 
• build onto the knowledge base of traditional healing knowledges 
locally, nationally and globally. 
• be respectful and acknowledge the Spiritual realm, cultural 
secrecy and sensitivity of 
all health stories by inclusion of individuals and community for 
review this important work. 

 

 

Project Title 2017 / 772  – The Looking Forward, Moving Forward Project 

Chief Investigator Michael Wright  

Institution National Drug Research Institute / Curtin University  

Region Kimberley  

Start Date  July 2017 Finish Date December 2021 

Project Summary This project aims to: 

1. Build measures to show how the Minditj Kaart–Moorditj Kaart 
Framework helps services to improve their relationships with 
Aboriginal Elders, clients and their families; 

2. Collate evidence to show how using the Minditj Kaart–Moorditj 
Kaart Framework makes a difference to the health and 
wellbeing of Aboriginal clients and their families; 

3. Demonstrate the Minditj Kaart–Moorditj Kaart Framework’s 
cultural importance and illustrate its suitability for use in other 
Aboriginal communities and locations in Western Australia; and 

4. Ensure the Minditj Kaart–Moorditj Kaart Framework is culturally 
safe and respectful in other Aboriginal communities and 
locations, by using Indigenous research methodologies. 

 

 


